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During the Pirst Congress of ths Albanian Communlst Party, held at Tirana

in Fovember 19.8. the Party's Pelitburo was addressed by Tuk Jakova, director
of Party organizational and recruiiment activities. A portion of his address,
an apparently franik appraisal of the Party’s progress so far in Albaria
followss

"ghersas during the 'National War of Libsration' a sort of sectarianiem was
manifested, after the libaration the doors of the Party wers flung open it
order to extend its membership. This policy, however, permitted the entrance
into the Party mot only of resolute and faithful persons, but also of un=
healthy carserist elements, such as members of the Balli Kombetar and
collaborationists, who had disguised their pasts by infiltrating the National
Iiberation Army and distinguishing themselves in attacks againat the enemy.
A8 we have said above, in November 19il our Party had 2,600 members plus a
considerable mimber of syspethigers. Botween November 194l and November 1945,
7,758 additional members were recruited; in the course of 1946, 2,031 members
and 3,760 candidates were recruited. In 1947, 8,915 members and 13,257
candidates were recruited. In the first nine months of 19L8, 9,806 members
and 13,991 candidates ware recruited.

uThese figures show ‘ulearly how, shurtly after the liberationm, ihe doors of
the Farty were thrown open. Nevertheleew, in 19L§, the total mumber of
members diminished, because of the purge of eneay olenents.

"In the course ot 1947 and 19u8, the totel mumber of members decreased, and
our organizations carried out their resrulsment activities energetically.
Nevertheless, despite the mumerically satisfaotory recruitment in 'i47 and
1148, it is recessary to note that the number of wamneir meabers recrulted in
these two years was scanty; in ail, only 968 women. ,

"The lack of realistic policies, the lack of a Party constitution, as well
as the abserce of conirol by the Party of tha lower echelon organiszations,
resulted in recruitment not being carried oui among the besi elements.
Enphasis wae put on the quantity rather than on the quality of recruitment.
And for this reason, recruiting proved to be in many cases deficlent, as for
example in the district of Tirana, whare about 20 percent of the mexmbers of
the rarty, recruited during this period, turned out to be religious fanatics
so superstitiious that they fasted during Raradan. Fanatical elements also

1

| “Approved For Release-1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-

of the Uniwaud Slaion. ]

e

34

09ARER




?‘

9

"y

Approved For Rglease 1999/09/09 : CIA-RDP82-00457R00240051000(;32-1

WP /GONTRAL - U.%‘* oy
25X1A2i

CENVRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENGY

cristed on the local comaittees, as for eample that of Shkoder. It was
also ascartained that elements diametrically opposed to the Party and in
lesgne with the forces of reaction iad entered the Party, for excaple in
the organizations of Shijak and Himara.

“There algo occurred cases of members being recruited involuntarily and
even without their kmowledge. There were cases of members, sipgned up
during vheir absence and contrary to their wishes, wio subsequently refused
+o attend Party gatherings, even after having been informed thal they were
members. of the Commnist Party.

"The extension ¢f the Party's msnbersiip in these years, however, served

%o reestablish party organizations almost everywhers, both in the centers
of labor and production and in the country areas. Toward the end of 19L5,
we had local organigations in all the oommunes of scuthern Albania and in
the prefectures of Korce and (jinokaster; we also set up organisations in

a mumbey of rural villages. At that time, im central and northern Albania,
the Party was quite weak; we neither had oxganisations in all the commnes
nor, in many of them, did we have a single member. In 1945, in the centers
of labor and production, we:established five local organizatioms at Kusovo,
28 wall as one each in the factories of Elbassan, Korce and Shkoder.
Nowadays, our Party numbers 1,92L local organizations, plus 12l bransh
organizations. There still remmin 47 localities which are without or-
ganizations. 4lso registered are 300 organizations and 30 branches among
the factories, rines, and other enterprises; L7 organizations and 6 branchss
among agricultural enterprises and labor cooperativesy and, in the rurul
localities, 513 orgenisations and 38 branches. :

uas a result of the recruitment achieved in these years, it iz possidtie to
note an improvenent in the socisl composition of the Party. Here are figures

reflecting the changing composition of the Party during the four years since
the liberations ,

19 k6 1947 1918

Total Party membership 10,558 1,831 20,7 25,i:
Forkers 15.38  12.u% 15.3% 22.6%

{Poor 24.8% .08 51.2% 5h.3%
Peasants §l(ediwn 22.6% 18.7% 13.68 13.0%

%Rich 2.h% 6.0% 2% 2%
Members of professions : 0oLk ol
office workers 6.8% L.3% 6.3% 2.1%
Studerits (male) 1kL.3% 3.6% 1.3% 2.2%
Students (female) 2.3% 2.1%
Artisans 9.1% . 678 5.3% 1.8%
Miscellanecus 5.0% 12.2% 3.9% 1.8%

"he above tabls shows that ths workers oonstitute 22.6% of the Farty member-
ship, the poor peasants 5i.3%, and that the remgindsr is mads up of students,
artisans, et cetera. Today the Party has 29,137 members and 16,254 cendidates
Tor admission; that is, a total of 15,382 members and candidates. Thus, we
liave been able to incorporate in the Party 3.9% of the entire population of
Albania. ;
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i:.-:;:ﬁ& oF 2¥.137 sc=bers of tos Paruy andd

f-,, 5 ﬂamu_‘—.t,eé e s6A¥, and may :gg:r.;_ty a iLack of uarse
interess, sino eliory ob was of tha lccal organisablions bowaris Lis
promotion of candidates o gembein of uhu Paviy. & candidabe canet

Tamain such for =n uniiaiied wriod. A candidats ahould bs glven mestorship
in the Perty &5 3000 48 e @83 106 ouancards prescribed by ths ruriy s
congititution.

in case a candicube is exmcludmi from mesbership, bacauss hs is not bedisved
to saasure up to e Parlyis owandawds, e reasons for nle exciusion shouid
bs saTelully pondered and the decisicn teken only after all efforts have
vean made bo ovring him up Lo our standards.

12. “The Farty membership, broken down according to the year inm wiich )
menbars entered, is &z followsg

serbersihlp dabing Trow 19k 129  0.k% of uhaniah population.
lesberehip daving from 1sh2 299 i.2% of Albenian population.
© Mebership dsting'fmm 1943 1,006 3.4% of Albandan population.
pembersndp dating from 1904 3,676 - 12.6% of Albanisn population.
- yambersiip dating from 1945 4,507  15.4% of Albanian population.
Menbership Jdeting from 1946 2,031  6.9% of Albanian population. -
denbership dating from 1947 7,930  27.2% of Albanian population.
Eismbatshib dating from 19LE 9,555  32.7% of Albanien population,

13.  "™As far as the cultural and educational level is concerned, our Pnrty is

quite weak. Among the 29,137 members, we haves

Illiteraten Sh3 1.8% of Party mbership
Literate, but without )
achooling 5,68k 19.5% of Party membership
FElementary school ) , o
graduatas 18,185 62,0% of Parﬁa‘otdp
One o four years of )
intermediate school 3,410 11.6% of Party membership
Graduates of intermediate _ f
achool $19 3-1% of Parip:mmbership
University students 328 1.2% of Party maubership
University graduates 66 0.2% of Party membership @

1h,

uThe results of various purges of the ranks of the Farty are as follows:

Purged up to 19LS 320 a
Purged in 1946 1,682 3
Purged in 1947 168 _ :
Targed in 1948 L. 395 5
Totel 2,665 . &
i5. #Such is the condition of our Party."
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